Sleep apnea syndrome in patients with pulmonary thromboembolism.
Seven patients (one man and six women) with a diagnosis of pulmonary thromboembolism (PTE) were examined by polysomnography in order to clarify the relationship between sleep-related breathing disorders and PTE. In the chronic stage of PTE, sleep apnea syndrome (SAS) was recognized in two patients (a man and a woman) among the subjects. Four of the five patients without SAS showed nocturnal hypoxemia. The female predominance was different from ordinary SAS without the disease background of PTE even though PTE is accompanied by hypoxemia and pulmonary hypertension like SAS. A pathophysiological relationship between PTE and SAS was not found in this study.